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Sources

Steffi’s overall file: 

- Home Office file, (held by national archive, Kew)

- Police record, (held by national archive, Kew) 

- German Jewish Aid Committee (GJAC) dossier, 

(held by Association of Jewish refugees, Hendon)

Uszer’s file 

- one large dossier of 279 pages (held in Belgian 

national archive, Brussels)
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Documentary narratives

Steffi

- Home Office: process of acceptance into Britain, naturalisation 

applications, formal requests for information – largely hostile 

- Police: picture of everyday life, changes of address and work-

place, internment and naturalisation decisions - neutral

- German Jewish Aid Committee: conditions of refugee life such 

as help with finance, health and social conditions - censorious 

Uszer, 

- Police D’Etranger: linear, covers entry into Belgium in 1923 to 

naturalisation in 1974 – largely neutral
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The three sisters (& a husband) in 

wartime Britain & Steffi
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Uszer: pictures 

from identity card 

applications
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Steffi’s police record, from 1938
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HO: visa application response, 1938
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German Jewish 

Aid Committee 

(GJAC) record
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Special Branch report, 1950
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MI5 report, 30 September 1950
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HO, 1951
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HO, ‘Post Report’1953
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Special Branch report, 1954
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Uszer: certification as miner, 1925
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Uszer: identity card application, 1928
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Identified as a Jewish

Communist revolutionary 

Expulsion order, 1938 

Uszer: Documents associated with expulsion
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Analysis of documentation

Tone: 

- impersonal generally but with some 
personal glimpses

Documentary Practices

- reproduction of truths

- in/accuracy

- transparency of decision-making
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Analysis of documentation

Gender:

Steffi, initially produced as infantilised, unskilled and 
burdensome; treated with more suspicion when working for 
Communist-led Austrian Society; and finally identified as 
untrustworthy due to continuing relationship with 
communist(s) and transgression against sexual norms of the 
period.

Uszer, judged on basis of role as worker and husband
responsible for maintenance of family (rather than on 
character /moral behaviour).  Utilised to argue against 
expulsion from Belgium in 1938 and for re-entry after the war. 
Was regarded as dangerous in the 1930s due to political 
activities and re-established in the 1950s as of good character 
because able to support his family financially.
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Feminism in the lives of Steffi and 

Uszer

• Not much evidence of feminism

• Documentation mainly supportive of contemporary 
ideas about gender relations.

• Some evidence of pro-feminism, e.g.

- police and individual bureaucrats who seemed less 
swayed by gender norms

- Steffi’s practice in providing a stable home for 
daughter, avoiding stigma of illegitimacy, and 
creating a milieu in which feminist ideas could 
flourish.
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