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Narrative research

« Captures individual experience, voice and
identity

» Bridges gap between personal
experience and social structure

 Embodiment of social factors such as
gender, ethnicity, social class, disabllity
etc.

* Renders the ordinary extra-ordinary
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Family history

 Sub-branch of narrative research

* Blography of a family over generations
against backdrop of wider society
(alternatives: one-name/one place study)

 History from the bottom up

* Enhanced by digitalisation of archives
and development of genealogy software
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Narrative research

Drawbacks
 Places individual at centre of events

« Can exaggerate the impact of individual
action

» Can produce 'victory’ or ‘triumph over
adversity’ narratives
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Aims of the study

*Make visible the lives of ordinary
Immigrant women in London Iin
1940s and 1950s

*Explore the experiences of first
generation immigrants
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sources

Documentation & artefacts associated with country
of origin, e.qg. passport, birth certificate, exit
documents

*Personal records and possessions, e.g.photos,
correspondence, medical records, accounts

Official documentation in Britain, e.g. Home Office,
police and registration documents.

*National archives in Britain & Belgium
‘Interviews

*Other (e.g.Jewish refugee organisations, Internet
databases such as that of Yad Vashem)
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The family: Uszer Frucht (b. 1900), Steffi
Dinger (b. 1903) and daughter Gaby (b. 1944)

1950




The three sisters in Britain
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The Dinger family business

Famifie D. Dinger

Wien, 1., Krumboumgasse 2
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Life iIn Vienna in the 1920s & 1930s
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Dinger siblings (1931)
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Uszer Frucht
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Rapport au Rol

|dentified as a Jewish
Communist revolutionary
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Steffi, entry visa, 1938

TO BE GIVEN TO
HE COUNCIL FOR GERMAN J
(GERMAN JEWISH AID COMMITTEE

'conadennon of the Britsh Government granting permission to the

?iﬁ'."'"" A Hq'i VIR W “ ’ ' ' *-‘ w h

d of uﬁa-u means to my out the necessary financial obligatons

DO HEREBY UNCONDITIONALLY GUARANTEE TO HOLD

- MYSELF RESPONSIBLE FOR THEIR MAINTENANCE AND

UPKEEP DURING SUCH TIME AS THEY MAY BE ALLOWED
TO RESIDE IN THIS COUNTRY
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Application for visa, 1938
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Steffi Dinger’s police record, from 1938

Express digital copy service | Order details Page | of |

i

' (emP B | inch [0 Ii B |

3 Digital Express copy service

Order number. 88745 / 10568
referance; MEPOMC “ mmmvymr 122 T
T and Canditiol n ves uk/legalaigitatex
‘ Copy supplied subject to Terms NE at waw oo;' P pmn-;; b
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Steffi Dinger’s police record cont.

Express digital copy service | Order details

Page | of |

I

Order number. 8873/ 10506
Document reference: MEPO

inch 0

T B ]

Digital Express copy service

Order Date. 01 January 2007 11:22

Copy supplied subject to Terms and Conditons at www. nationalarchives. gov ukfegal/digtalexpress htm

Printed 02 January 2007 09:27
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Refugee social club, 1944

AUSTRIAN CENTRE

ASSOCIATION OF AUSTRIANS IN GREAT BRITAIN.
CLUB FINSBURY PARK

THAIRMAN : MR, G. WERTHEIM. EV TE
uc-rum:: Miss STEFFI DINGER 143, s EN SISTERS ROAD, N.7.
PHONE: ARCHWAY 4818

L.,
10th of May 1944.

Liebe Steffi und lieber Edi,

Gestern haben wir endlich die gute Nachricht bekommen, dass
Du 1. Steffi ein Maederl bekommen hast.Wie wir hoeren, hast Du 1.Sfeffi
gﬁcllich viel mitgemacht,aber hoffentlich erholst Du Dich bald. Bin
schion neugierig zo hoeren,wie viel das.Baby gewogen hat, wie es heisst,

u.s.'o-

Nun will ich auch in meiner Mutters Namen Buch beiden gra-
tuiiesen, Euch alles Gute sund viel Glueck mit Euerer kleinen Tochter
wuenschen, hoffentlich waechst sie in eine schoenere, gluecklichere, und
friedliche Zeit hinein.-

Hoffe Dich 1. Steffi bald wieder gesund in London zu sehen
und das Baby bewundern gu koennen.

Viele herzliche Gruesse and Dich und Bdi,

P.S. Verklatsch mich nicht éé/,& ' (\((Aty %C'W’a/w'v

dass ich auf Austrian Centre
Ea ier geschrieben habe, aber
a

momentan kein anderes Papier bei mir. 21



AIDE AUX ISRAELITES VICTIMES DE LA GUERRE

Asizriati whes B4t Las

BRUNRALES, (w
Hun Gurdwnt 1
fodniss 4L

Request on behalf of Uszer to
be allowed to return to Belgium,
1946
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Death notification, 1947

UNITED KINGDOM SEARCH BUREAU FOR GERMAN AUSTRIAN
AND STATELESS PERSONS FROM CENTRAL EUROPE.

Telephone : MUSeum 6811 BLOOMSBURY HOUSE
AWW /Ew BLOOMSBURY STREET
LONDON, w.C.l

13th Febr.,1947
Dear Mgdam,

With reference to your enquiry concerning the fate of your
mother, Mrs Amalie Dinger, we deeply regret to inform you that
. mocording to & report now received from the British Red Cross
Soclety she was transferred from Theresienstadt to an unknown
destination in Poland on 26th Sept.,l1942. It appears that there
is every reason to assume that Mrs Dinger is not among the
survivors.
We are very sorry indeed to be obliged to convey this sad
news to you today and wish to avail ourselves of this opportun-
ity to express our sincere sympathy with you in your great loss.

Missa Elsa.Dingar, Yours faithfully,
34, Queen's Drive \
London,N.4 g s W, Ay,

Ve cret azk'\iw"




Death notification, 1947

UNITED KINGDOM SEARCH BUREAU FOR GERMAN AUSTRIAN
AND STATELESS PERSONS FROM CENTRAL EUROPE.

Telephone : MUSeum 6811 BLOOMSBURY HOUSE
BLOOMSBURY STREET
AWW /MK LONDON, W.C.1

2nd October,1947.

Dear Hiss Dinger,

It is with great regret that we have to inform
you that we have now received a report with the sad news of your
brothers death in Xsraganda in 1945. Only the fast is given in this
message but no exact date or other details are mentioned.

We are very sorry indeed to be the conveyors
of this very sad news and we should like you to be assured of our
deepest sympathy with you in your bereavenent.

Yours sincerely
Kiss E.Dinger, -

e /. ‘,’,lﬁ { y
34, Queens Drive, K L N S
N.4. /’ée cretary /

"
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Uszer Frucht: Lewes prison record, 1948
(source AJR)

DATE OF RiG.. ___ —e X 1:'5?.3.9.:‘3.

CHRISTIAN NAME_
ENGLISH Aooaiss(.Lawa:.w J:Aso.n‘..tuasex]
HOME ADDRESS........ "3
CIRTHPLACE, .

. EXP. OF PASSPORT.
1 "pc ......... .. PROFESSION. kot
reIrele’ae .o,

ARRIVAL DATE : R .
- S REFERENC
LEFT UK. FOR ... /PG vacins SEROS s S .

o?s.-_“__m.m.u..... 1Yl . ; QHV _// vz
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Steffi’s 1st application for naturalisation, 1950

25/11/2010

FoRrm ALY,

BRITISHM NATIONALITY ACT, 1948

APPLICATION

BY AN ALIEN FOR A CERTIFICATE

OF NATURALISATION

The Instructions accompanying this form must be read carefully before the form Iz completed.

Portions of the form ich are not applicable should be struck out and Initialled In every case.

1. Original name in full in
enuniry of bireh
(In BLOCK LETTERS)

I name st birth has beon
sltared, ghve partioulars and
duen of

Particulers of sny ather name(s)
wiad for private purposes

Pardculars of any other name(s)
wead for v‘dln:of business »
Ppurposes

; rxmmw

W statwlans, say how nationabicy
was lost

STEFpNIE D INGER

_______ /

: q: 9 | )
Ay . FR wa ?:@
./"’-/ .

Private address 34, Cweers DA .";"”"”"“ oy
Occupation Clerst
Business sddrase nd/cr name 4;3{7:7; F fvc-?bmﬂva & LT .
uln-unv.u-:--»d‘ 4+ : 9 Wi olor Frreees n./
2 m.ﬂmwm c;...,., H‘/‘ST‘RIA 7
ODseorsinh 19 . T ANUVARY 1903
Nadiomeiny. of Servh  BvsTRiA N
Preseat mationality i different N

/-"-;"P’ I ARS—

3. Fathar's full nume In sountry
of hs birth

(n BLOCK LETTERS)

Nacianall dend, st time
dd-u-)"m

Mother's Ml name before
marrl in country of har
Wy ?: BLOCK {I‘m.)

Nationality (If dead, st time
of desh)

DaviD P o’a)f—‘fse

AUSTRIA~ (DIED 1928 )

AMPAFLIE MOSCOWwIC2

AUSTIRIAN  (DIED 1942 )

PURIAED BY L5 MAIKTYS STATWRERT DOneS T —
Rl — P e
e ﬁf e

L ATIO K S VIR A G Lakoamant) 88 HITIe

(Oven
PRACTEES e GAEAT BAITARYE  Desees

P Be e (restesies s iheme tan)
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Application for naturalisation cont.

4. Seate if un‘o. mar widower, S 7
widow or mﬂ"’.‘. Si1eve- L=
W married, state : ]
Date and ’h:-: marriage Date - M’l’"‘" S &
mmn name before marriage Name — ‘:-_‘“ :
',,...“"“"”"’ Sl Wy, Nastonalny ot wis2B :
Address -
onr . -— ‘
Husband's full name Name —
(in BLOCK LETTERS) e S e
wnd nationality Nationality —
W husband or wife s dead, give - —
date and place of = Date /f Place _— r~ -
: - ’W
L dissolved, give date and - g
I"".' give Dace Place —
5. ﬂAﬂﬁlN‘l’ REGARDING RESIDENCE AND c-ow: sSERVICE e
o Beitish Crown Service or
0 g e, S T A S L S A

ded in w...
have

Mutmt&ﬂmw
bean In Brithhh Crown Service, or partly the one and partly the other, for period

5 amounting to not

o Years | Mooths
. (Date) | LRI
Rewx | 3| u
vy |\ @
wile e Y| 2
Total residence in the United Kingdom [Mt/q; yuars l
protectorates United
I.h.:l:u‘.m““ or trust tarritory -~ r et J
Mm“' m Service From To
hd
Dot | TR " SRE eumeer | owm | (@ | T
adu‘lﬁ by -/’. '_‘_;’;— —
rowen — — — —%——
Survice SN et ) h | L - i [S=—
— * — B ]
Total lengeh of British Crown Sarvice I yeoars l
If this applicacion iz granted, | intend so live in M"w .
OF to enter into or continue in British Crown Service as & —-—""T_—‘le, =g -
F T
Nemeotcouny | ©ue | ©uwa |
During the period of residence T3l oy s 3.9 194y 174 199¢
3 SIS Vistg e - 25.7. 1959

following foreign countries Freanee

“7.0950 | 3. 3.9
——— -\q'

(Ttay,)
(10 atay. )

~
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Application for naturalisation cont.

6. STATEMENT REGARDING CHARACTER, ETYC.
| am of good character and have sufficlent k viedge of the English |

- guag: 1 am # 1ty sol
—— - — —- — — D ——am— —_———— —e——— e
7. Dewils of ALL PROCEEDINGS OF ANY KIND tsken against you In ahy Civil or Criminal Court
Nature ofyrmoih@ - Dare Place Resvic
L. -\_
-~
- po [’ ‘.
/ - b - -

9. Approximate date of any previous applicacion for naturalisation [ /'-T‘W l

10. Parviculars of children

M dmu-bl. dr
W R el Dt

(rom pare. & ol Date of birth Place of birth Where now resident
Glttu‘os—m-u—-h .
FRocHT- VS | Tt |30 BT
(W) ﬁ) lornoCon
© (b) Full names of othar children Oute of birth Place of birch

1. DECLARATION AND APPLICATION

Oalata snd I the undersigned o whom the 1o the Sacretary
‘:' of Seate for the grent of a %mwumm.n:&'" of my minor
" children umawu\m 10 (#) sbave).
mpphicabie l‘o-ﬂmdru\dummmm lars atated In this are true
and | make this mm

Wywnwn‘mmu“wm by virtue of

e

rnmﬂn“‘ﬂ'.m‘.,...u::&”"" '..:J:mnnlmm- ""‘"’Sﬁ..

(Signature of Applicant) W W

Made and subscribed this doy of . StgBeins oo,
A Commissioner for Ousths g

Scthar affical sl (1ee paragraph 7 ol instructions)
This Decisration must not be maede before & parson who is the Solicitor or Agent of the applicant.
CAUTION. Sub ¥ (1) of Sects
Mt:—
ho for of Lal be don done
y::n::aw unpurpou ’rw;.-.mythu"u e or not to be
L y hich is false in & material

ummmm In the United Kingdom to imprisonment for = u‘nn not
three menthse.™ o

28 d the British Nationality Act, 1948, provides

28
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Official investigation, 1951

CONFIDENTIAL BRITISH EMSASSY,
Visa Seotion,
Brussels.
28833 30th January, 1951,

Usassr FROCHT ; Stateleas (Russian prigin)

With reference to your S.47204 (H.O.ref, F.11975/5)
of 11.1.5), the following information has besn received with
regard to the above mentioned personie

b FROCHT has not divoroed his wife, who lives

in Belgius, and he is responsible for the main-
tenance of his wife and three children, Me is in
business and appears to be fairly preosperous, It

is reported that he is sither a comsunist or a "fellovw
traveller”. It is hoped to get more inforsamtion on
'hh‘t‘;”‘.'o'

For your information, please,

L. TIAA cocl

K“‘Vi- Seation

The Pirector,
Passport Control Department,
London,

29



Casual discrimination, 1953

Child = Gisela Gabriella = born 9th Moy, 194k, Illegitimately.
(Pather is in Belgium now) Alien changed her name to FROCHT (that of the
father of her child) so that she and the child would have seme name,
Nothing of interest resulted from interview,

Lol ¥ Alien does not impress one as to reliability, but nothing of
apparent security interest resulted from interview.

|
\
T.¥. Corbett. -

HoMo Io 00
214104530
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Involvement of MI5, 1951

31



Case for naturalisation

She states that she is anxious to acquire British
nationality (a) because it is her intention to remain here
permanently, (b)'for her daughter's sake', (c¢) because
after her recent short trips to the Continent, she .
returned here "with a new reslisation of how much Britain
meant to her". She gave the impression that she was |
expressing genuine sentiments. She said she understood the |
significance of the Oath of Allegiance and was ready and
willing to take this Oath.

Metropolitan Police records contain nothing to
applicant's detriment; and nothing is known in Special
Branch to the detriment of the referees.
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Case against naturalisation, 1951

'MINUTE SHEET e DS 811 |20

Mr., de Freitas

I should not have recommended refusal solely on the
ground of the applicant's wertime Communist associations.

But the report that as recently as January s8he was expressing
strongly pro-Communist sentiments and the fact that she is
connected with Frocht, who is said to be a Communist or a

fellow traveller, seem: to tip the balance in Favour of refusal.

be -

24 April, 1951
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Case against naturalisation

 Applicant states she met Usyer FROCHT. in January 1943
‘at the premises of the Finsbury Park Branch, the . -
friendship ripened and the, couple cohsbited from July 1943, |
Applicent makes no secret of the fact that Usyer FROCHI was
a Communist but states that her interest in him was not on
~gccount of his political views; - and the fact thet =
" applicant's views differed from those held by Usyer ..
PROCHT led to occasional arguments. Applicant, however,. ‘
maintains that FROCHT was ndt an active communist here and
that his chief interest was in acting. - o |

1
y
i
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Case against naturalisation

. -Bhe emphatically: denied ever having belonged to any .
political party,: abroad or in Great Britain; "but volunteered
the information that in:Austria she had always.voted for the
Social:Democratic Party: = She also. insisted thaf, whilst
holding socialist views, she had at no time supported the
Communist: Party or been sympathetic to* its policy,. She
was averse to dictatorship in any form and felt that
dictatorship. in the world today was a factor which was making
the attainment of peace more difficult, Applicent .
- volunteered the information that during the war she had
.Tervently supported the "Aid:-to Russia" cempaign but pointed
‘out that support-was given by persons of all shades of

. political opinion,
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MI5 Iintervention, 1951

Moot 0, WY, el bt Asael el Jun s
& M PN MWM

MIS Woukel, ke &y A T
MM@?;MW
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Naturalisation decision (2"9), 1955

It is not clear that the facts of this chse bring the-applicent within

~ the precise terms of the Cabinet decision as to refusal of applications from
Communists or persons who are,or have been, associatod with Commnist activities,
Apart fom actual members of a Commmist Pa.rty the decision was that
naturalisation should be refused to.(1) persons who, though not avowed or
known menbers of the Commmnist Party, are associate&‘with Commmist activities.
in such a way as to cast doubt:on their loyalty; end (2) persons who in the
past have been members of the Communist Party or have ‘been closely associated
with Communist activities, if there is reason to suppose that their former
associations have implanted in them an enduring loyalty to Communism, We are
not, of course, precluded from refusing naturalisation in a case in which we
th1nk it is justified, even though it is not within the precise terms of this
ruling, and the decision on ,/2 to refuse the previous application for
naturalisation was taken subsequently to the Cabinet decision on general

policy,

I think that the present ocircumstances are fairly compared with those
when the previous application was turned down in Mr, Roy's minute of 6th July
above, It would be fair to say that this is a borderline case, but on the
principle that in such cases the State and not the applicant must have the
benefit of the doubt, I agree that this case falls to be refused,

| th., V.848 2nd Sepvembet, 1955,

[OVER

b J‘f’“ mlafm%.
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Security rating, 1966

1 _M.I.5
2 IWMIGRATION & NATIONALITY DEPT., HOME OFFICE. (Mr. A.N. Carter)
H.0. Reference: ALG 8/1/104-
Reclasaification of files
In accordance with the agreed arrangement herewith partioculars of a
file graded 5..2.-...‘5 B
¥Will you kindly retwrn the enclosed copy, together with your

rooo-indauo'n and any observations, to me u_mly as posaible?

. Bignature 77 T
Date ... 2 .0 0:4€.
!.o. ﬂ.fl) j-g/,A/l. -41(3. : datl
Nages /AR +(a) Grading may be amended to :
e r— (insert: Secret, Confidential,
FRE” AT ‘ Restricted or Open as appropriate).
rFassl
Your Ref:/ s clnllit +(bf—Piewss rotatn sxteting grading.
sy @l “ -
Date: /"Ab //s;’ Siematare U (POASIH Svlel/(%
@ ot
A Al esnle dolie /“/w Date 2.006G.
I)l/q{( //l ?

+ Pledse delete as necessary.

R3: Connect the appropriate volume and pass to relative section. File
one copy only and attach the other to it temporarily.
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Issues raised by the study

*Power of narrative
*Struggle over access to sources and documentation

Management (or manipulation) of categories in the
Interests of the state

Historicity of bureaucratic categories
«Xerox (and digital) democracy (since 1960s)

*Archival cultures (e.g. controllers of discourse, spaces of
memory, spaces from which to speak)

*Human consequences
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Final points

Ordinary Is never ordinary.

Individual stories personalise and make real
historic events. Important contribution to history

*Existence of different archive cultures (in
Britain and Belgium)

Ownership of the public record

*mportant to protect and enhance human rights
by encouraging access to the public record
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Contact details

Gaby Weiner

gaby.weiner@education.ed.ac.uk
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